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I. EDUCATION 
 

Ph.D. Second Temple Judaism 
and Rabbinic Literature 
 
 

Brandeis University 2015 

M.A. Near Eastern Languages 
and Civilizations 

Harvard University 2006 

 
 
B.A. Jewish Studies and Music 
Theory 

 
 
Yeshiva University 

 
 
2004 

 
 

II. PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
  

 
Harvard Theological Review 
 

 

Editorial Assistant 2012–2015 
  

Brandeis University  
University Instructor 2011 
Teaching Fellow 2010–2012 
  

  

Catholic Theological Union   

Associate Professor of Jewish Studies             2022–Present 

Chair of Biblical Languages and Literature Department 2020–2022 

Crown-Ryan Chair of Jewish Studies 2017–Present 

Director of Catholic-Jewish Studies Program 2017–Present 

Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies 2014–2022 
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III. PUBLICATIONS 
 

BOOKS 
 

Letters From Home: The Creation of Diaspora in Jewish Antiquity. University Park, PA: 
Eisenbrauns Press, forthcoming, June 2024. 

 
The Orthodox Ethic. Manuscript in progress; contract under consideration with the Jewish 

Publication Society. 
 
Discovering Second Temple Literature: The Scriptures and Stories That Shaped Early Judaism. 

Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 2018. 
 
The Making of Jewish Universalism: From Exile to Alexandria. Lanham, MD: Rowman and 

Littlefield, 2016. 
 

ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS   
 
“Second Temple Judaism and Religious Sects.” The Bible Today, expected Spring 2024. 
 
“Yonatan Adler’s The Origins of Judaism.” The Jewish Review of Books, expected Winter 2024. 
 
“A Life in Common: Universalist Influences on the Book of Acts.” Proceedings of the Fourteenth 

Nangeroni Meeting, Luke-Acts With(in) Judaism, Rome 26–30 June, 2022. Eds. Isaac 
Oliver, Jocelyn McWhirter, and Joshua Scott; Beihefte zur Zeitschrift für die 
Neutestamentliche Wissenschaft (BZNW); Berlin: De Gruyter, expected 2024.  

 
“Rabbinic Literature and the New Testament.” In The New Testament in its Second Temple Period 

Context, Volume 1. Eds. Ron Herms, Loren Stuckenbruck, and Archie Wright. 
Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, expected 2024. 

 
“Women in the Apocrypha.” In The Apocrypha and the Septuagint. Eds. James K. Aitken and 

Bruce Longenecker. Ancient Literature for New Testament Studies Series; Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Academic, expected 2024. 

 
“Israel in the Apocrypha.” In The Apocrypha and the Septuagint. Eds. James K. Aitken and 

Bruce Longenecker. Ancient Literature for New Testament Studies Series; Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Academic, expected 2024. 

 
“Joy in the Interfaith Encounter.” In Joy in the Thinking of Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks and Beyond. 

Eds. Erica Brown and Shira Weiss. London: Palgrave Macmillan, expected 2024. 
 
“Mystery and the Problem of Election in Judaism and Christianity,” CrossCurrents, expected 

Spring 2024. 
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“Brotherhood: A Review of Karma Ben-Johanan’s Jacob’s Younger Brother: Christian-Jewish 

Relations After Vatican II,” Jewish Review of Books, Winter 2023. 
 
“Inside-Out: Larry Wills’ Introduction to the Apocrypha,” Jewish Review of Books, Summer 2022.  
 
“Some Reflections on Jewish Universalism.” Tradition: A Journal of Orthodox Jewish Thought, 

Summer 2022. 
 
“Diaspora as a Word and Concept in Early Judaism.” In Forget Not God’s Benefits (Psalm 103:2): 

A Festschrift in Honor of Leslie J. Hoppe, OFM. Ed. Barbara E. Reid. Catholic Biblical 
Quarterly Imprints 3; Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of America Press, 2022, 
153–170. 

 
“Psalm 19,” “Psalm 77,” “Psalm 130,” “Psalm 135.” Commentary on the Psalms. Ed. Shaina P. 

Trapedo and Stuart Halpern. New York: Yeshiva University Press, expected 2022.  
 
“The Changing Mesorah: Orthodoxy on Interreligious Dialogue and Women’s Leadership.” 

In From Confrontation to Covenant: Jews and Christians Reflect on the Orthodox Rabbinic 
Statement of “To Do the Will of Our Father in Heaven.” Ed. Eugene Korn. Jerusalem: 
Urim Press, 2021. 

 
“Modern Orthodoxy and the Consistent Ethic.” Panim 1.1 (2021) 47–61. 
 
“The Minor Prophets in Early Judaism.” In The Oxford Handbook of the Minor Prophets. Ed. 

Julia O’Brien. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2021. 
 
“Bel and the Dragon: Introduction and Commentary.” In The Jewish Annotated Apocrypha. 

Eds. Lawrence Wills and Jonathan Klawans. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
October 2020. 

 
      “The Book of Ruth in Early Christian and Early Rabbinic Literature.” In  Gleanings: 

Reflections on Ruth. Ed. Stuart Halpern. Jerusalem: Maggid Press, 2019. 
 
“The Book of Malachi.” Encyclopedia of Biblical Reception (EBR). Ed. Christine Helmer, et al. 

Berlin: de Gruyter, 2019. 
 
“The Book of Judith and the History of Hanukkah,” Shema BeKolah: A Journal of the Jewish 

Orthodox Feminist Alliance. December 2017. 
 
“A Family’s Witness of Faith (2 Maccabees 7).” The Bible Today 55.3 (2017): 177–185. 
 
“A Letter from George Washington to the Jews of Newport, Rhode Island,” “A Letter from 

Maimonides to his Brother,” “A Letter from Maimonides about his Brother,” “A 
Letter from Yedaniah of Elephantine to Judeans in Judea,” “A Letter from 
Alexander Rudnev to The Forward,” “A Letter from Simeon bar Kokhba to 
Yehudah bar Menashe,” Off the Record series on Ancient Jewish Letters for Chicago 
Jewish Home, January-February 2017. 
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“The Apocalyptic Visions of Abraham and Paul in Early Judaism and Christianity.” The Bible 

Today 54.4 (2016): 261–266. 
 
“Geography-Based Giving in the Jewish Tradition.” In Poverty and Wealth in the Sacred Texts of 

Jews, Christians, and Muslims. Eds. Nathan R. Kollar and Muhammad Shafiq. New 
York: Palgrave, 2016. 

 
“The Book of Jonah.” Encyclopedia of Biblical Reception (EBR). Ed. Christine Helmer, et al. 

Berlin: de Gruyter, 2016. 
 
“Echoes of Universalist Testament Literature in Christian and Rabbinic Texts.” Harvard 

Theological Review 109.1 (2016) 1–32.  
 
“Interpretations of Abraham’s Circumcision in Early Christianity.” In From Enoch to Montreal 

and Back: New Vistas on Early Judaism and Christianity. Papers from the Fifth Enoch 
Graduate Seminar, Montreal, 20–24 May 2014. Ed. Lorenzo DiTommaso and Gerbern 
S. Oegema. London: T&T Clark, 2015. 

 
 “The Book of Haggai.” Encyclopedia of Biblical Reception (EBR). Eds. Christine Helmer, et al. 

Berlin: de Gruyter, 2014. 
 
“Greek Influence on the Composition of 2 Maccabees.” Journal for the Study of Judaism, 42.3 

(2011) 293–310. 

 
BOOK REVIEWS  
        
Review of Markus Witte, Jens Schröter, and Verena Lepper, ed., Torah, Temple, Land: 

Constructions of Judaism in Antiquity. Texts and Studies in Ancient Judaism. Tübingen: 
Mohr Siebeck, 2021, in Journal for the Study of Judaism,  May 2023. 

 
Review of Amy-Jill Levine and Joseph Sievers, ed. The Pharisees.  Grand Rapids, MI: 

Eerdmans, 2021, in Horizons Journal of Religion, January 2023. 
 
Review of Ari Mermelstein, Power and Emotion in Ancient Judaism: Community and Identity in 

Formation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021, in AJS Review, April 2022. 
 
Review of Daniel L. Smith and Loren T. Stuckenbruck, ed., Testing and Temptation in Second 

Temple Judaism Testing and Temptation in Second Temple Jewish and Early Christian Texts. 
Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2020, in Review of Biblical Literature, July 2021. 

 
Review of Eyal Ben-Eliyahu, Identity and Territory: Jewish Perception of Space in Antiquity. 

Oakland, CA: University of California Press, 2019, in AJS Review, Summer 2020. 
 
Review of Carol A. Newsom, Rhetoric and Hermeneutics: Approaches to Text, Tradition and Social 

Construction in Biblical and Second Temple Literature, in Review of Biblical Literature, April 
2020. 
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Review of Ishay Rosen-Zvi and Adi Ophir, Goy: Israel's Multiple Others and the Birth of the 

Gentile, in Studies in Christian-Jewish Relations. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2019, 
January 2020. 

 
Review of Paula Fredriksen, When Christians Were Jews: The First Generation, in The Christian 

Century, May 20, 2019. 
 
Review of Robert Alter, The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commentary, in JUF News, April 

10, 2019. 
 
Review of Stephen Greenblatt, The Rise and Fall of Adam and Eve, in The Christian Century, 

February 2018. 
 
Review of Irving Green, The Jews of Chicago, in Chicago Jewish Historical Society Quarterly Journal, 

July 2018. 
 
Review of Michael Segal, Dreams, Riddles, and Visions: Textual, Contextual, and Intertextual 

Approaches to the Book of Daniel, in AJS Review, Spring 2018. 
 
Review of Yehiel E. Poupko, Chana: A Life in Prayer, in  JUF News, September 6, 2017. 
 
Review of Richard Kalmin, Migrating Tales: The Talmud’s Narratives and Their Historical Contexts, 

in Studies in Christian-Jewish Relations 12.1, 2017. 
 

OTHER SCHOLARSHIP 
 

 “Let All Life Be in Common: Jewish Universalism from the Hebrew Bible Through the 
Second Temple Period,” Doctoral Dissertation, July 2015. 

 
“Doors, Windows, and Boundaries in the Elijah-Elisha Stories,” Harvard University Masters 

Thesis, May 2006. 
 

 ONLINE ESSAYS 
 
“In Plain Sight: Jewish Masquerade from Clueless to the Rabbis.” The Lehrhaus. July 10, 

2023. 
https://thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/in-plain-sight-jewish-masquerade-from-clueless-to-

the-rabbis/ 
 
“Who is the Mother of Israel?” The Christian Century. July 20, 2022. 
 https://www.christiancentury.org/article/critical-essay/who-mother-israel 
 
“Pharaoh’s Daughter: A Woman Worthy of Raising Moses.” The Torah.Com. April 15, 2022. 
 https://www.thetorah.com/article/pharaohs-daughter-a-woman-worthy-of-raising-

moses 
 

https://www.thetorah.com/article/pharaohs-daughter-a-woman-worthy-of-raising-moses
https://www.thetorah.com/article/pharaohs-daughter-a-woman-worthy-of-raising-moses
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“On the Need to Identity, Deconstruct, and Renovate Inconsistent Attitudes Towards Jews 
in Catholic Teaching.” Sightings. October 14, 2021. 
https://divinity.uchicago.edu/sightings/articles/pope-francis-and-jewish-law-torah-0 

 
“Egyptians, Israelites, and the Sin of Self-Idolatry.” The Times of Israel. January 3, 2022. 

https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/egyptians-israelites-and-the-sin-of-self-
idolatry/?fbclid=IwAR2VjyDBcy6PY9ZbYc7LGeJazYA4Rmk3HlJea55Lz_-
q2e92_vka5MUJJ10 

 
“Using the Rabbis to Discover Jesus: A Response to Matthew Thiessen’s Jesus and the Forces of 

Death.” Syndicate. October 13, 2021. 
 https://syndicate.network/symposia/biblical-studies/jesus-and-the-forces-of-

death/?fbclid=IwAR1QL4k6dsHd2GIZhUihn-
X78se2PQXkYKLJWxD7taGD1lbCa6GRp7GHF14 

 
“Dabru Emet at 20: Questioning the Centrality of the Shoah in Jewish-Christian Dialogue,” 

American Religion. February 2021. https://www.american-
religion.org/dabruemet/simkovich 

 
"Jacob's Funeral and Esau's Last Stand." TheTorah.com. December 30, 2020. 

https://www.thetorah.com/article/jacobs-funeral-and-esaus-last-stand  
 
“Dancing With the Text: The Rabbinic Use of Midrash Allegory.” The Lehrhaus. January 23, 

2020. https://thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/dancing-with-the-text-the-rabbinic-use-
of-midrashic-
allegory/?fbclid=IwAR3ogPLelt8exFQn9RqfBJg1vSBCosY8sInWfPdT8pDHBt2uO
guqtkW17-s 

 
“Mariamme, The Last Hasmonean Princess.” TheTorah.com. December 23, 2019. 
 https://www.thetorah.com/article/mariamme-the-last-hasmonean-princess 
 
“Why is Rome Likened to a Boar?” TheTorah.com. April 1, 2019. 
 https://thetorah.com/why-rome-is-likened-to-a-boar/ 
 
“Esau the Ancestor of Rome.” TheTorah.Com. November 8, 2018.  
 https://thetorah.com/esau-the-ancestor-of-rome/ 
 
“Orthodox Women’s Leadership: A Proactive Approach.” The Lehrhaus. October 8, 2018. 
 https://www.thelehrhaus.com/commentary/orthodox-womens-leadership-a-

proactive-approach/ 
 
“Queen Helena of Adiabene and her Sons in Midrash and History.” TheTorah.Com. June 

10, 2018. 
 https://thetorah.com/queen-helena-of-adiabene-and-her-sons-in-midrash-and-

history/ 
 
“In Every Generation They Rise Up Against Us to Destroy Us:” How We Keep Getting 

Chanukah Wrong.” The Lehrhaus. December 14, 2017. 

https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/egyptians-israelites-and-the-sin-of-self-idolatry/?fbclid=IwAR2VjyDBcy6PY9ZbYc7LGeJazYA4Rmk3HlJea55Lz_-q2e92_vka5MUJJ10
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/egyptians-israelites-and-the-sin-of-self-idolatry/?fbclid=IwAR2VjyDBcy6PY9ZbYc7LGeJazYA4Rmk3HlJea55Lz_-q2e92_vka5MUJJ10
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/egyptians-israelites-and-the-sin-of-self-idolatry/?fbclid=IwAR2VjyDBcy6PY9ZbYc7LGeJazYA4Rmk3HlJea55Lz_-q2e92_vka5MUJJ10
https://www.thetorah.com/article/jacobs-funeral-and-esaus-last-stand
https://www.thelehrhaus.com/commentary/orthodox-womens-leadership-a-proactive-approach/
https://www.thelehrhaus.com/commentary/orthodox-womens-leadership-a-proactive-approach/
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 https://www.thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/how-we-keep-getting-hanukkah-wrong/ 
 
“Rebecca in Early Jewish and Rabbinic Literature.” TheTorah.Com. November 15th, 2017. 
 http://thetorah.com/rebeccas-character/; Hebrew reprint: 

https://dev.thetorah.co.il/article/rebeccas-character/ 
 
“A Love Letter to the Woman of Valor.” The Lehrhaus. November 9th, 2017. 
 http://www.thelehrhaus.com/commentary-short-articles/2017/11/8/a-love-letter-

to-the-woman-of-valor 
 
“A Response to Ethan Tucker’s Interview with Dr. Alan Brill on Gender Equality and 

Prayer in Judaism.” Kavvanah. September 11, 2017. 
https://kavvanah.wordpress.com/2017/09/11/malka-z-simkovich-responds-to-rabbi-

ethan-tucker-interview/ 
 
“Modest Living: Why Treating Appearance as a Religious Category Needs to go Out of 

Style.” The Times of Israel. June 27, 2017. 
 http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/modest-living-why-treating-appearance-as-a-

religious-category-needs-to-go-out-of-style/ 
 
“The Christian Monks Who Saved Jewish History.” The Lehrhaus. May 11, 2017. 
http://www.thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/2017/5/10/jewish-texts-christian-

monks?rq=malka%20simkovich 
 
“Ahaseurus and Vashti: The Story Megillat Esther Does Not Tell You.” Co-authored with 

Zev Farber and David Steinberg. TheTorah.com. March 7, 2017. 
  http://thetorah.com/ahasuerus-and-vashti-the-story-megillat-esther-does-not-tell-

you/?fbclid=IwAR00jEG5M39wy7SRJy2rRWPurMz_WkQxZkl2QkPHQGosNA5
E42T4WhUNhFQ  

 
“The Decalogue in Rabbinic Literature.”  Modern Torah Leadership. February 16, 2017. 

https://moderntoraleadership.wordpress.com/2017/02/16/the-decalogue-in-
rabbinic-literature/ 

 
“Heteronomy and Hierarchy: Are Partnership Minyanim Orthodox? A CTML Symposium.” 

Modern Torah Leadership. September 26, 2016. 
https://moderntorahleadership.wordpress.com/2014/11/05/heteronomy-and-
hierarchy-partnership=minyanim-and-their-relationship-with-halakhic-authority 

 
“Wrestling With God: Leonard Cohen’s You Want It Darker.” The Lehrhaus. November 13, 

2016. 
  http://www.thelehrhaus.com/culture/2016/11/13/wrestling-with-god-leonard-

cohens-you-want-it-darker?rq=malka%20simkovich 
 
“The Origins of Jewish Universalism: What it is, and Why it Matters.” The Lehrhaus. 

October 6, 2016. 
  http://www.thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/jewish-

universalism?rq=malka%20simkovich 

http://thetorah.com/rebeccas-character/
http://www.thelehrhaus.com/commentary-short-articles/2017/11/8/a-love-letter-to-the-woman-of-valor
http://www.thelehrhaus.com/commentary-short-articles/2017/11/8/a-love-letter-to-the-woman-of-valor
https://kavvanah.wordpress.com/2017/09/11/malka-z-simkovich-responds-to-rabbi-ethan-tucker-interview/
https://kavvanah.wordpress.com/2017/09/11/malka-z-simkovich-responds-to-rabbi-ethan-tucker-interview/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/modest-living-why-treating-appearance-as-a-religious-category-needs-to-go-out-of-style/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/modest-living-why-treating-appearance-as-a-religious-category-needs-to-go-out-of-style/
http://www.thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/2017/5/10/jewish-texts-christian-monks?rq=malka%20simkovich
http://www.thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/2017/5/10/jewish-texts-christian-monks?rq=malka%20simkovich
http://thetorah.com/ahasuerus-and-vashti-the-story-megillat-esther-does-not-tell-you/?fbclid=IwAR00jEG5M39wy7SRJy2rRWPurMz_WkQxZkl2QkPHQGosNA5E42T4WhUNhFQ
http://thetorah.com/ahasuerus-and-vashti-the-story-megillat-esther-does-not-tell-you/?fbclid=IwAR00jEG5M39wy7SRJy2rRWPurMz_WkQxZkl2QkPHQGosNA5E42T4WhUNhFQ
http://thetorah.com/ahasuerus-and-vashti-the-story-megillat-esther-does-not-tell-you/?fbclid=IwAR00jEG5M39wy7SRJy2rRWPurMz_WkQxZkl2QkPHQGosNA5E42T4WhUNhFQ
http://www.thelehrhaus.com/culture/2016/11/13/wrestling-with-god-leonard-cohens-you-want-it-darker?rq=malka%20simkovich
http://www.thelehrhaus.com/culture/2016/11/13/wrestling-with-god-leonard-cohens-you-want-it-darker?rq=malka%20simkovich
http://www.thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/jewish-universalism?rq=malka%20simkovich
http://www.thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/jewish-universalism?rq=malka%20simkovich
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“The Tale of Susanna: A Story About Daniel.” TheTorah.Com. September 1, 2016. 
http://thetorah.com/the-tale-of-susanna-a-story-about-daniel/ 
 
“Working Hard for the Money: Breaking the Taboo of How We Pay Female Orthodox 

Educators.” The Times of Israel. August 17, 2016. 
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/working-hard-for-the-money-breaking-the-taboo-of-
how-we-pay-female-orthodox-educators/ 

 
“Queen Berenice: A Woman of Contrasts.” TheTorah.Com. http://thetorah.com/queen-

berenice-a-woman-of-contrasts/ 
 
“Intimacy on the Sabbath: Was it Always a Mitzvah?” TheTorah.Com 

http://thetorah.com/intimacy-on-shabbat/ 
 
“The Haggadah: A New Telling of the Exodus Story.” TheTorah.Com 

http://thetorah.com/the-haggadah-a-new-telling-of-the-exodus-story/ 
 
“Uncovering the Truth About Chanukah.” TheTorah.Com 

http://thetorah.com/uncovering-the-truth-about-chanukah/.  Hebrew Reprint: 
https://thetorah.co.il/article/uncovering-the-truth-about-chanukah 

 
“The Making of Adam: Understanding the Midrash in Light of Plato and the 

Pseudepigrapha.” TheTorah.Com http://thetorah.com/the-making-of-adam/ 
 
“Abraham as the Great (Un)Circumciser: A Surprising Midrashic Portrait of Abraham.” 

TheTorah.Com http://thetorah.com/abraham-circumcision/   
 
“Sefer Tuviah–The Book of Tobit.” TheTorah.Com http://thetorah.com/book-of-tobit/ 
 
“The Portrayal of Abraham in the Testament of Abraham.”   
 http://thetorah.com/portrayal-of-abraham-testament-of-abraham/ 
 
“Why Jews Fast.” Co-authored with Dr. Rabbi Zev Farber.  
 http://thetorah.com/why-jews-fast/ 
 
“Jewish Attitudes Towards the Land of Israel During the Time of the Second Temple.” 

TheTorah.Com. 
 http://thetorah.com/jewish-attitudes-towards-the-land-of-israel-second-temple/ 
 
“The Faith of the Martyred Mother and Her Seven Sons.” The Torah.Com. 
  http://thetorah.com/the-faith-of-the-martyred-mother-and-her-seven-sons/  

 
 

MEDIA REFERENCES 
 

http://thetorah.com/the-tale-of-susanna-a-story-about-daniel/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/working-hard-for-the-money-breaking-the-taboo-of-how-we-pay-female-orthodox-educators/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/working-hard-for-the-money-breaking-the-taboo-of-how-we-pay-female-orthodox-educators/
http://thetorah.com/queen-berenice-a-woman-of-contrasts/
http://thetorah.com/queen-berenice-a-woman-of-contrasts/
http://thetorah.com/the-haggadah-a-new-telling-of-the-exodus-story/
http://thetorah.com/uncovering-the-truth-about-chanukah/
https://thetorah.co.il/article/uncovering-the-truth-about-chanukah
http://thetorah.com/the-making-of-adam/
http://thetorah.com/abraham-circumcision/
http://thetorah.com/book-of-tobit/
http://thetorah.com/portrayal-of-abraham-testament-of-abraham/
http://thetorah.com/why-jews-fast/
http://thetorah.com/jewish-attitudes-towards-the-land-of-israel-second-temple/
http://thetorah.com/the-faith-of-the-martyred-mother-and-her-seven-sons/
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Elliot Kaufman, “Of Making Many Books There is No End, Wall Street Journal.” August 

3, 2023. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/of-making-many-books-there-is-no-end-3d8ff0b3 

 

Menachem Wecker, “Brandeis Under Fire for ‘Anything but Orthodox’ Ad.” Jewish 

News Syndicate, June 25, 2023. 

https://www.jns.org/colleges-universities/the-new-york-times/23/6/25/297854/ 

 

Rachel Weingarten, “What is Jewish American Heritage Month? A Proud Jew Explains.” 

May 25, 2023.  

https://www.rd.com/article/jewish-american-heritage-month/ 

 

Menachem Wecker, “Perspective: Rescue Efforts in Turkey Put to Rest a Misconception 

About the Jewish Sabbath.” February 25, 2023. 

https://www.deseret.com/2023/2/25/23604469/turkey-syria-earthquake-rescue-

sabbath-work 

 

Mya Jaradat, What Does ‘Judeo-Christian,’ Mean?” July 3, 2022. 

https://www.deseret.com/faith/2022/7/2/23188762/what-does-judeo-christian-

mean-american-history-donald-trump-ronald-reagan 

 

Jon Levine, “Sabbath Service Derails After Couple Begins Having Sex on Zoom.” May 

28, 2022. 

https://nypost.com/2022/05/28/sabbath-service-derails-after-couple-begins-

having-sex-on-

zoom/?utm_source=NYPTwitter&utm_campaign=SocialFlow&utm_medium=So

cialFlow 

 

Della Wager Wells, “The Mystery in the Garden of Good and Evil.” June 6, 2021. 

https://emmanuelnewport.org/sermons/proper-5-the-mystery-of-the-garden-of-

good-and-evil-june-6-2021/ 

 

Donald Senior, “January 3: Epiphany of the Lord.” Chicago Catholic, December 16, 

2020. 

https://www.chicagocatholic.com/father-donald-senior/-/article/2020/12/16/jan-3-

epiphany-of-the-lord 

 

Menachem Wecker, “AOC’s Favorite Biblical Story is Mired in a Dark, Anti-Jewish 

Past.” National Catholic Reporter, November 21, 2020. 

https://www.ncronline.org/opinion/guest-voices/aocs-favorite-biblical-story-

mired-dark-anti-jewish-past 

 

Menachem Wecker, “Amid Rising Anti-Semitism, Orthodox Jews Weigh Safety With 

Being Conspicuously Jewish.” January 27, 2020. 

https://religionnews.com/2020/01/27/amid-rising-anti-semitism-orthodox-jews-

dress-conspicuously-for-a-reason/ 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/of-making-many-books-there-is-no-end-3d8ff0b3
https://www.jns.org/colleges-universities/the-new-york-times/23/6/25/297854/
https://www.rd.com/article/jewish-american-heritage-month/
https://www.deseret.com/2023/2/25/23604469/turkey-syria-earthquake-rescue-sabbath-work
https://www.deseret.com/2023/2/25/23604469/turkey-syria-earthquake-rescue-sabbath-work
https://www.deseret.com/faith/2022/7/2/23188762/what-does-judeo-christian-mean-american-history-donald-trump-ronald-reagan
https://www.deseret.com/faith/2022/7/2/23188762/what-does-judeo-christian-mean-american-history-donald-trump-ronald-reagan
https://www.chicagocatholic.com/father-donald-senior/-/article/2020/12/16/jan-3-epiphany-of-the-lord
https://www.chicagocatholic.com/father-donald-senior/-/article/2020/12/16/jan-3-epiphany-of-the-lord
https://religionnews.com/2020/01/27/amid-rising-anti-semitism-orthodox-jews-dress-conspicuously-for-a-reason/
https://religionnews.com/2020/01/27/amid-rising-anti-semitism-orthodox-jews-dress-conspicuously-for-a-reason/
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Reprint in https://www.christiancentury.org/article/news/amid-rise-anti-semitism-

jews-find-value-being-conspicuously-jewish 

 
PODCASTS 
 
“Second Temple Sectarianism.” The Podcast of Jewish Ideas,” July 10, 2023. 
https://open.spotify.com/episode/759idzJ8zwiyz67BpjqlvK 
 
“The Second Temple Period and Today." Daytime Dialogues with Rabbi Lenny Matanky, May 

10, 2023.  
https://www.congkins.org/event/daytime-dialogues-with-dr.-malka-simkovich.html 
 
“God’s Maternal Love in Jewish Tradition.” The Tikvah Fund Podcast. February 24, 2023. 

https://tikvahfund.org/library/podcast-malka-simkovich-on-gods-maternal-love/ 
 
“The Lost Era Between Prophets and Rabbis.” Judaism Demystified Podcast,  February 15, 2023. 
https://www.judaismdemystified.com/podcast/episode/26813118/episode-51-dr-malka-

simkovich-the-lost-era-between-prophets-and-rabbis 
 
“The Secrets of Second Temple Judaism.” 18Forty Podcast, January 16, 2023. 
https://18forty.org/podcast/malka-simkovich-secrets-of-second-temple-judaism/ 
 
“Discovering Second Temple Literature.” OnScript Podcast, December 19, 2022. 
https://onscript.study/podcast/malka-z-simkovich-discovering-second-temple-literature/ 
 
“The Current State of Jewish-Christian Relations.” Jewish Coffee House Podcast, September 7, 

2022. 
https://jewishcoffeehouse.com/jewish-catholic-dialogue-potential-rewards-and-possible-

dangers-with-dr-malka-z-simkovich-131/ 
 
“The Mystery of the Jewish People.” 18Forty Podcast, June 28, 2022. 

https://18forty.org/podcast/malka-simkovich-the-mystery-of-the-jewish-people/ 
 
“Moshe Through the Eyes of Philo,” Matan Institute for Torah Studies Podcast, June 12, 2022. 
 https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/parshat-shlach-moshe-through-the-eyes-of-

philo/id1493702879?i=1000566116800 
 
“The Jews in the Second Temple Period.”  While You Were Sleeping in Hebrew School Podcast, 

February 2, 2022.  
 https://www.callin.com/episode/you-cant-understand-judaism-without-rjTCVpLfxf 
 
“The History of Chanukah.” Seforim Chatter Podcast with Nachi Weinstein. November 26, 

2021.  
https://player.fm/series/seforimchatter/with-prof-malka-simkovich-discussing-chanukah-

the-classic-sources. 
 

https://www.christiancentury.org/article/news/amid-rise-anti-semitism-jews-find-value-being-conspicuously-jewish
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/news/amid-rise-anti-semitism-jews-find-value-being-conspicuously-jewish
https://tikvahfund.org/library/podcast-malka-simkovich-on-gods-maternal-love/
https://18forty.org/podcast/malka-simkovich-secrets-of-second-temple-judaism/
https://onscript.study/podcast/malka-z-simkovich-discovering-second-temple-literature/
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“The History of the Bible, with Felicia Day and Gavin Purcell.” Way Too Interested 
Podcast. October 13, 2021. 

 https://waytoointerested.com/bible-stories 
 
“Chanukah! Why isn’t the Book of Maccabees in the Hebrew Bible? With Prof. Malka 

Simkovich.” The Johan Rene Podcast. December 15, 2020. 
 https://anchor.fm/johanreneschaper/episodes/Chanukah--Why-isnt-the-book-of-

Maccabees-in-the-Hebrew-Bible--With-Prof--Malka-Simkovich-enst33 
 
“Imagining the World of Second Temple Judaism: Dr. Malka Simkovich.” Things Not Seen: 

Conversations About Culture and Faith. January 13, 2019. 
https://www.thingsnotseenradio.com/shows/tns1901 

 
 “Interview with Malka Z. Simkovich, Author of Discovering Second Temple Literature.” 

Scroll Up Podcast at Yeshiva University. December 6, 2018. 
 https://anchor.fm/scrollup/episodes/Malka-Simkovich---Discovering-Second-

Temple-Literature-e2na07 
 
“The Jews of the Diaspora in the Hasmonean Period.”  
 http://www.drisha.org/podcasts/WW2016-Diaspora-Simkovich12-26-16.mp3 
 
“Salome Alexandra: The Forgotten Queen of Judea.” 

http://www.yutorah.org/sidebar/lecture.cfm/889732/dr-malka-simkovich/salome-
alexandra-the-forgotten-queen-of-judea/  

 
“Solomon Schechter and the Modern Discovery of the Cairo Genizah.” 

http://www.torahinmotion.org/podcast/solomon-schechter-and-the-modern-
discovery-of-the-cairo-genizah  

 
“Passover in the Biblical and Second Temple Periods.”  
 http://www.torahinmotion.org/podcast/passover-in-the-biblical-and-second-

temple-periods  
 
“Why Should Tanach Matter to Me?” http://www.torahinmotion.org/podcast/why-should-

tanach-matter-to-me 
 
“How Did the Jews Read the Torah in the Second Temple Period?” 

http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/882554/dr-malka-simkovich/how-
did-jews-read-the-torah-in-the-second-temple-period/  

 
“Scientist, Warrior, Philosopher: How Was Moses Viewed in Early Judaism and Why it 

Matters.” 
  http://www.yutorah.org/search/?s=malka+simkovich&sort=1  
 
“Was Zionism an Ideological Concept in Ancient Judaism?” 

http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/815349/dr-malka-simkovich/was-
zionism-an-ideological-concept-in-ancient-judaism-/  

 

https://waytoointerested.com/bible-stories
https://anchor.fm/johanreneschaper/episodes/Chanukah--Why-isnt-the-book-of-Maccabees-in-the-Hebrew-Bible--With-Prof--Malka-Simkovich-enst33
https://anchor.fm/johanreneschaper/episodes/Chanukah--Why-isnt-the-book-of-Maccabees-in-the-Hebrew-Bible--With-Prof--Malka-Simkovich-enst33
https://anchor.fm/scrollup/episodes/Malka-Simkovich---Discovering-Second-Temple-Literature-e2na07
https://anchor.fm/scrollup/episodes/Malka-Simkovich---Discovering-Second-Temple-Literature-e2na07
http://www.yutorah.org/sidebar/lecture.cfm/889732/dr-malka-simkovich/salome-alexandra-the-forgotten-queen-of-judea/
http://www.yutorah.org/sidebar/lecture.cfm/889732/dr-malka-simkovich/salome-alexandra-the-forgotten-queen-of-judea/
http://www.torahinmotion.org/podcast/solomon-schechter-and-the-modern-discovery-of-the-cairo-genizah
http://www.torahinmotion.org/podcast/solomon-schechter-and-the-modern-discovery-of-the-cairo-genizah
http://www.torahinmotion.org/podcast/passover-in-the-biblical-and-second-temple-periods
http://www.torahinmotion.org/podcast/passover-in-the-biblical-and-second-temple-periods
http://www.torahinmotion.org/podcast/why-should-tanach-matter-to-me
http://www.torahinmotion.org/podcast/why-should-tanach-matter-to-me
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/882554/dr-malka-simkovich/how-did-jews-read-the-torah-in-the-second-temple-period/
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/882554/dr-malka-simkovich/how-did-jews-read-the-torah-in-the-second-temple-period/
http://www.yutorah.org/search/?s=malka+simkovich&sort=1
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/815349/dr-malka-simkovich/was-zionism-an-ideological-concept-in-ancient-judaism-/
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/815349/dr-malka-simkovich/was-zionism-an-ideological-concept-in-ancient-judaism-/
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“What Did Chanukah Stand For in Ancient Times?” 
 http://www.drisha.org/podcasts/WW2016-WhatDidChanukaStandFor-

Simkovich12-25-16.mp3 
 
“The Role of Infertility in the Garden of Eden Story and in the Patriarchal Narratives.”   
 http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/722997/dr-malka-simkovich/the-

role-of-infertility-in-the-gan-eden-story-and-in-the-patriarchal-narratives/ 
 

V.  ACADEMIC LECTURES AND CONFERENCE PAPERS 
 
 

“Books, Letter-Writing, and the Written Word in Early Judaism,” Feinstein Plenary Lecture, 
Association of Jewish Libraries Annual Conference, June 22, 2023. 

 
“The Decalogue in Second Temple and Rabbinic Literature,” Colloquium on the Decalogue 

at University of Chicago, May 23, 2023.  
 
“Letter Writing and Judea-Diaspora Relations in Antiquity,”  Inaugural Meeting of the 

Second Temple Judaism Seminar, St Mary's College, Notre Dame, IN, March 17–19, 
2023. 

 
“Response to Karma Ben-Johanan, Jacob’s Younger Brother: Christian-Jewish Relations After 

Vatican II,” Symposium on Catholic-Jewish Relations Sponsored by Pontifical 
University of St Thomas Aquinas, Rome, March 1–2, 2023. 

 
“The Diasporan Negation of the Diaspora,” Association for Jewish Studies, December 20, 

2022. 
 
“Symposium on Catholic-Jewish Dialogue in Academic Spaces,” Association for Jewish 

Studies, December 19, 2022. 
 
“A Response to Matthew Levering's new  book, Engaging the Doctrine of Israel,” American 

Academy of Religion/Society of Biblical Literature Annual Conference, expected 
November 23, 2022. 

 
“The Consistent Ethic of Life and the Jewish Tradition,” Bernardin Symposium on the 

Consistent Ethic, September 18, 2022. 
 
“Images of the Diaspora in Early Judean Literature,” World Jewish Congress, August 8, 

2022. 
 

“A Life in Common: Universalist Influences on the Book of Acts,” Enoch Seminar of 
Rome, June 26, 2022. 

 
“Resolving the Universalist-Particularist Binary,” Catholic Bishops–Modern Orthodox 

Dialogue Group, February 4, 2022. 
 

http://www.drisha.org/podcasts/WW2016-WhatDidChanukaStandFor-Simkovich12-25-16.mp3
http://www.drisha.org/podcasts/WW2016-WhatDidChanukaStandFor-Simkovich12-25-16.mp3
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/722997/dr-malka-simkovich/the-role-of-infertility-in-the-gan-eden-story-and-in-the-patriarchal-narratives/
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/722997/dr-malka-simkovich/the-role-of-infertility-in-the-gan-eden-story-and-in-the-patriarchal-narratives/
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“The Jewish World of Jesus,” Lux Center for Catholic-Jewish Studies at Sacred Heart 
Seminary, January 26, 2022. 

 
“The Construction of the Diaspora in Jewish Antiquity,” Hartman Institute Midtown 

Seminar, December 14, 2021. 
 
“What is Jewish Universalism?” Annual Abraham Joshua Heschel Lecture at Elmhurst 

College, November 2021. 
 
“The Word Diaspora in Greco-Roman Jewish Literature,” Society of Biblical Literature 

Annual Meeting, San Antonio, November 2021. 
 
“Early Israelite and Jewish History up until 70 CE;” “Pivotal moments in Medieval and 

Modern History;” “Key Theological Passages of the Hebrew Bible;” “Key 
Theological Passages in Rabbinic Literature;” “The Development of Jewish 
Denominations in the 19th and 20th Centuries,” Five course series for Prof. George 
Mazza’s Introduction to Judaism course, Catholic University of America, February–
April 2021. 

 
"What Happens When Two Religious Values Collide?” Shalom Hartman Institute Scholars 

Program meeting, Virtual Lecture, February 24, 2021. 
 
"Land Centrism and Diaspora Theology in Early Christianity and Pre-Rabbinic Judaism,"   

Shalom Hartman Institute Scholars Program meeting, Virtual Lecture, February 
5, 2020. 

 
"Democratic Traditions in Early Judaism;" Virtual Lecture to the Catholic-Jewish Scholars' 

Dialogue of Chicago, December 1, 2020. 
 
“From Temple to the Diaspora: Jewish Leadership in the Late Second Temple Period,” 

Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, San Diego, November 2019. 
 
“Counterintuitive Interpretation in Rabbinic Readings of the Minor Prophets,” Society of 

Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, San Diego, November 2019. 
 
"The Sacred Texts of Early Judaism," Virtual Lecture at Dominican University, September 

24, 2020 
 
“From Homeric Hero to Pharisaic Follower: God in Rabbinic Judaism” Colloquium on 

Conceiving the Inner Life of God: Jewish, Christian, Islamic Perspectives, Princeton 
Theological Seminary, August 25–27, 2019. 

 
“Covenant, Election, and Rabbinic Readings of the Hebrew Bible,” 46th Annual Summer 

Scripture Conference, University of St. Mary of the Lake, June 27, 2019. 
 
“Recovering and Disseminating Ancient Jewish Texts in the Digital Age,” Association of 

Jewish Libraries Annual Conference, Los Angeles, June 18-19, 2019. 
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“Diasporan Jewish Identity,” Hartman Institute Scholars’ Colloquium, “On Jewish 
Loyalties,” New York City, May 27–28, 2019. 

 
“Christianity Through Jewish Eyes: Past Perspectives and Contemporary Statements,” The 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Annual Jerusalem Lecture, Chicago, March 11, 2019. 
 
“The Rabbinic Reception of the Daniel Stories,” University of Notre Dame Graduate 

Seminar, February 21, 2019. 
 
“Universal Thought in Early Judaism,” Louisville Seminary, February 19, 2019. 
 
“Universalism and Particularism as Delineating Theological Markers,” Boston University 

Graduate Seminar, January 25, 2019. 
 
“Are the Terms ‘Universalism’ and ‘Particularism’ Useful in Theological Discourse?” 

“Fulfilling the Promise of a New Relationship: An Academic Roundtable on 
Christian-Jewish Relations” Conference, January 8, 2019. 

 
“Queens on the Edge: Parallel Stories About Women Leaders in Josephus,” Association of 

Jewish Studies Annual Meeting, Boston, December 17, 2018. 
 
“From Abraham to Daniel, and Back Again: Exploring the Rabbinic Practice of Embedding 

New Tales into Old Scriptures,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, 
Denver, November 20, 2018. 

 
Response to Dr. Jeffrey Stackert and Dr. Klaus-Peter Adam, “Hatred and Love in Judaism in 

Antiquity and Modernity,” Conference at University of Chicago, June 6, 2018. 
 
“Women’s Leadership in Orthodox Judaism,” Catholic-Jewish Lay Dialogue of Chicago, 

January 29, 2018. 
 
“Interpretive Practices in Second Temple Literature and Midrashic Literature: Moses as a 

Case Study,” Association of Jewish Studies Annual Conference, December 17, 2017. 
 
“The Reformation and the Dawn of Jewish Reform Movements,” Iona College, October 

25th, 2017.  
 
“The Seven Blessings of the Jewish Marriage Ceremony,” Jewish-Catholic Scholars Dialogue 

of Chicago, March 2017. 
 
“Aggressive Matriarch or Passive Maiden? How Jewish and Christian Writers Interpreted the 

Rebecca Stories of Genesis in the Greco-Roman World,” Association of Jewish 
Studies, December 2016. 

 
“Don’t Make Me Laugh: The Absence of Humor in Early Christian and Jewish Rewritten 

Texts,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2016. 
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“The Origins of Israel in 1 Maccabees and in Judith,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual 
Meeting, November 2016. 

 
“The Role of the Sabbath in Jewish Universalist and Particularist Literature of the Second 

Temple Period,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual National Meeting, November 
2015. 

 
“The Reception History of the Tower of Babel Story in Genesis 11,” Catholic-Jewish 

Scholars Dialogue of Chicago, December 2014. 
 
“Property and Piety in Scripture,” Sacred Texts and Human Contexts International 

Conference, Fatih University, Istanbul, Turkey, June 2014. 
 
“Interpretations of Abraham’s Circumcision in Early Christianity and Midrash Genesis 

Rabbah,” Enoch Seminar, Montreal, CA, May 21, 2014. 

 
“Biblical Universalism in the Biblical and Post Biblical Periods,” Catholic-Jewish Scholars’ 

Dialogue of Chicago Lecture, December 16, 2013. 
 
“Pseudo-Jonathan’s Commentary to Genesis 15 as Polemical Apocalypticism,” International 

Organization for Targum Studies Conference, Munich, Germany, August 9, 2013. 
 
“Was There a Doctrine of Return Among Second Temple Diasporan Jews?” WJSA Annual 

Conference, Los Angeles, CA, April 2013. 
 
“Echoes of Universalist Testament Literature in Christian and Rabbinic Texts,” Jewish 

Theological Seminary Graduate Student Conference on Lost Texts, New York, New 
York, April 29, 2012. 

 
“‘Neither Messiah, nor Elijah, nor Prophet:’ Parallelism in John 1:19-42,” Society for Biblical 

Literature Northeast Regional Conference, Newton, MA, April 29, 2011. 
 
“Advantages of a Split Monarchy,” Center for Modern Torah Leadership Conference 

Presentation, Sharon, MA, July 2010. 
 
“Midrashic and Modern Approaches to the Fallibility of Biblical Heroes,” Teaching Halakha: 

Center for Modern Torah Leadership Conference Presentation, Sharon, MA, August 
13, 2008. 

 

VI. PUBLIC LECTURES 
 

 
“Neighbor, Sojourner, God: Objects of Love in Early Judaism.” Torah in Motion, May 11, 

2023. 
 
“What Was Jewish Life Like in Jesus’s Day?” Lux Center for Jewish-Christian Studies at Sacred 

Heart Seminary, March 26, 2023. 
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“The Jewish Women of the Second Temple Period,” Two-part series, The Haberman Institute, 

February 8, 15, 2023. 
 
“Introduction to the Apocrypha,” Four-part series, Community Presbyterian of Clarendon 

Hills, January 8, 15, 22, 29, 2023. 
 
“How Did the Rabbis Revolutionize Love?” Yeshiva University Kollel Winter Conference, 

January 6, 2023. 
 
“Letters From Chanukahs and Purims Past,” Torah in Motion, December 20, 2022. 
 
“The Modern History of Jewish-Christian Relations: A Three Part Series,” Drisha Institute, 

November 2022. 
 
“The Current State of Catholic-Jewish Dialogue.” Jewish Federation of Northwest Indiana and 

St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church, September 18, 2022. 
 
“The Origins of the First Jewish Diaspora,” North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, May 22, 2022. 
 

“The Many Meanings of Torah in the Ancient World,” Torah in Motion of Toronto, Four-part 
series, April 2022. 

 
“Is the Book of Esther Anti-Diasporan?” Skokie Women’s Tefillah Group, March 17, 2022. 
 
“The Faces of Esther in the Ancient World,” Congregation Etz Chaim of Kew Gardens Hills, 

N.Y, March 8, 2022. 
 
“Letters from Hanukkahs and Purims Past: Revisiting the Establishment of Holidays and 

Judea-Diaspora Relations,” Mishkan Shalom of Venice, March 6, 2022. 

 
“Jewish Queens and the Flawed Men Who Loved Them,” Ohel Leah Synagogue of Hong Kong, 

February 21, 2022.  

 
“What Did the Diaspora Mean to Jews in the Roman World?” Young Israel of New Rochelle, 

February 9, 2022. 

 
“The Jews of Ancient Egypt,” Torah in Motion of Toronto, Four-part series, January-February 

2022. 
 
“Early Jewish Interpretation of the Hebrew Bible,” Community Presbyterian of Clarendon Hills, 

Three-part series, October 2021. 
 
“The Early Development of Jewish Universalism: From the Bible to the Rabbinic Period,” 

Drisha Institute for Jewish Learning, June 30, 2021. 
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“The Legacy of the Ten Plagues,” Drisha Institute for Higher Learning, Three-part Series, “The 
Ten Plagues in Early Jewish Memory,” “The Ten Plagues in Greek, Roman, and Early 
Christian Memory,” “The Ten Plagues in Rabbinic Memory,” April–May 2021. 

 
“The Second Temple Matrix of Early Christianity,” Jewish United Fund Christianity for Rabbis 

Initiative, April 17, 2021. 
 
“The Exodus Story and the Origins of Antisemitism,” Kehillat Chovevei Tzion, March 14, 2021 
 
“Reviving the Dead Sea Scrolls,” Bureau of Jewish Education of Greater Phoenix, March 7, 

2021 
 
“Whose Queen is it Anyway? Hebrew Esther, Greek Esther, and the Judea-Diaspora 

Relationship in Antiquity.” Young Israel of Brookline, February 23, 2021 
 
“Introduction to the Apocrypha,” Torah in Motion, Six-part Series, February–March 2021 
 
"The Historical Background of the Hanukkah Story.” Oak Park Temple of Chicago. Virtual 

Lecture, December 15, 2020. 
 
"The Oil Lasted Eight Days: What Fueled the Chanukah Story?" virtual lecture entitled for 

Hebrew Institute of White Plains, New York, December 8, 2020 
 
"The Historical Background of the Hanukkah Story." Yeshiva University Kollel of Chicago. 

Virtual Lecture, December 7, 2020. 
 
"Ancient Histories of the Maccabean Conflict.” St. John Chrysostom Society, Virtual Lecture, 

November 10, 2020. 
 
“Abraham Through the Ages.” Jewish Publication Society Webinar Series, with Elliot Rabin and 

Michael Carasik. October 26, 2020. 
  
“The Jewish World of Jesus.”  Jordan Ministry of Tuscan, Arizona, Virtual Lecture, August 11, 

2020. 
 
“Open Your Heart to His Law: Diaspora-Judea Relations in Antiquity.” Limmud Chicago, 

August 2, 2020. 
 
“Neighbor, Sojourner, God: Love Commandments in Early Judaism.” Congregation Shaarei 

Tefillah of Newton, MA, Virtual Lecture, July 27, 2020. 
 
“Rome in Rabbinic Literature;” Yeshiva University Torah MiTzion Kollel of Chicago annual 

NILI event, Virtual Lecture, July 26, 2020. 
 
“'But That's Just a Midrash!' Finding Rhyme and Reason in Rabbinic Stories,"  Yeshiva 

University Torah MiTzion Kollel.  March 15, 2020.   
 
"The Centrality of the Tabernacles in the Pentateuch and Sacred Space in Jewish Tradition."  
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Delivered the Shabbat morning sermon to the Skokie Women's Tefillah Group, February 29, 
2020.  

 
"Redemption Before and After the Judean Exile: Reading the Books of Ruth and Esther 

Together." Kehillat Chovevei Tzion in Skokie, February 23, 2020. 
 
"What was the Nature of the Israelites' Sin in Building the Golden Calf?"  Congregation Kehillat 

Chovevei Tzion sermon, February 22, 2020. 

 
“Anti-Judeanism and Anti-Judaism:  The Formation of Jewish Identity and the Story of 

Chanukah,” Drisha Institute Lecture and Webinar, December 19, 2019. 
 
“From Homeric Hero to Fallible Pharisee: Descriptions of God in Early Judaism,” Or Torah 

Synagogue, Yeshiva University Torah Mitzion Kollel, August 4, 2019. 
 
“Whose Torah is it Anyway? The Torah’s Heirs in Tanakh and Midrash,” Kehillat Chovevei 

Tzion Synagogue, June 10, 2019. 
 
“'But That's Just a Midrash!' Finding Rhyme and Reason in Rabbinic Stories,” Skokie Valley 

Synagogue, June 9, 2019. 
 
"How was the Holiday of Passover Celebrated in Antiquity?” Drisha Institute Webinar, April 7, 

2019. 
 
“Theological Meanings of Ancient Translations of the Book of Esther,” Women’s Tefillah 

Group, Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob, March 21, 2019. 
 
“Salome Alexandra: The Forgotten Queen of Judaea,” Yeshiva University, New York, March 19, 

2019. 
 
“Hebrew and Greek Versions of the Book of Esther in Early Judaism,” Congregation Ahavath 

Torah, Englewood, New Jersey, March 17, 2019. 
 
“Sects & The City: The Jewish Communities of Qumran & Alexandria,” Book Launch for 

Discovering Second Temple Literature at the Skokie Valley Synagogue, Cosponsored by Jewish 
Publication Society and Drisha Institute, January 26, 2019. 

 
“What Went Wrong After the Exodus? A Closer Look at the Song of the Sea,” Kehillat 

Chovevei Tzion, January 19, 2019. 

 
“How Did Jews Read the Bible in the Second Temple Period?” Chicago Board of Rabbis, 

January 16, 2019. 
 
“Was There a Doctrine of Zionism in Early Judaism?” Congregation KAM Isaiah-Israel, 

December 11, 2018. 
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“Love, Romance, and Dietary Law: Jewish Novels in the Ancient World,” Drama of Torah Yom 
Iyun at New York University, December 2, 2018. 

  
“Sects & The City: The Jewish Communities of Qumran & Alexandria,” Book Launch for 

Discovering Second Temple Literature at the Sixth Street Synagogue, Cosponsored by Jewish 
Publication Society and Drisha Institute, November 29, 2018. 

 
“It’s All Greek to Me: Rabbinic Attitudes Towards Scriptural Sanctity and Biblical Translation,” 

Maayan: Torah Study From the Sources, November 17, 2018. 

 
“Creation and Recreation in Genesis,” Skokie Women’s Group, Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob 

Synagogue,” October 2, 2018. 
 
“Judaism Before the Rabbis: Jewish Literature in the Greco-Roman World,” Drisha Institute 

Course at Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob Synagogue, Four-part series, October 2018. 
 
“Feminine Images of the Divine in Tanakh,” NILI YU Kollel Annual Yarchei Kallah, July 15, 

2018. 
 
“Neighbor, Sojourner, God: Objects of Love in Early Judaism,” Kehillat Chovevei Tzion 

Synagogue, May 22, 2018. 
 
“Jewish Intellectual History,” Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob, Three-part series, April-May 2018. 
 
“Tales of the Diaspora: Joseph the son of Jacob, and Judah the son of Mattathias,” Skokie Valley 

Agudath Jacob, December 16, 2017. 
 
 “Salome Alexandra: The Forgotten Queen of Judea,” Kehillat Chovevei Tzion Synagogue, 

November 27, 2017. 
 
“The Hebrew Bible in Greek: Understanding the Politics of Translation and Scriptural Sanctity 

in Early Judaism,” Or Torah Synagogue, October 13, 2017. 
 
“How Did Jews Read the Torah in the Second Temple Period?” NILI Women’s Torah Learning 

Conference, July 24, 2017. 
 
“The Varied Portrayals of Moses in Early Judaism.” Kehillat Chovevei Zion. Skokie, May 31, 

2017. 
 
“Ruth as a Perennial Outsider,” Yeshiva University, May 1, 2017. 
 
“How Did Jew Interpret the Tanach Before the Rabbinic Period?” Midreshet Yom Rishon Day 

of Learning at Lower Merion Synagogue, April 30, 2017. 
 
“The Relationship Between the Garden of Eden Story and the Patriarchal Narratives of 

Genesis,” Kohelet Yeshiva High School, April 28, 2017. 
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“The Jews of Egypt in the Hasmonean Period,” Drisha Winter Week of Learning, December 26, 
2016. 

 
“Ancient Sources of the Hannukah Story,” Drisha Winter Week of Learning, December 25, 

2016. 
 
“Novellas in Early Judaism,” Young Israel of Stamford, Connecticut, February 2017. 
 
“Varieties of Universalism in Ancient Judaism,” Annual Winter Shapiro Lecture at Catholic 

Theological Union, March 2015. 
 
“Conversion in the Jewish Tradition,” In Good Faith Lecture at Catholic Theological Union, 

Chicago IL, November 2014. 
 
“Introduction to Jewish Medieval Methods of Biblical Interpretation,” Or Torah Synagogue, 

Four-part lecture series, Skokie, IL, April 2014. 
 
“Second Temple Judaism Today: How Texts were Discovered and Collected into What We Call 

the Pseudepigrapha,” Loyola University, March 18, 2014. 
 
“The Book of Ruth: Fulcrum Between Patriarchal History and Messianic Destiny,” Maimonides 

Synagogue, Boston, MA, May 2013. 
 
“Esther and Ruth as Literary Contrasts,” Two-part lecture series, Bnot Torah of Lexington, MA, 

May and June 2013. 
 
“Why does Second Temple Literature associate Abraham with the holiday of Tabernacles?” 

Young Israel of Brookline, MA, October 9, 2012. 
 
“How did Late Second Temple Diasporan Jews Relate to the Jerusalem Temple?” Maayan Torah 

Initiative for Women, Boston, MA, May 20, 2012. 
 
“How did Late Second Temple Diasporan Jews Relate to the Jerusalem Temple?” BOLLI 

Lecture at Brandeis University, Waltham, MA, May 8, 2012. 
 
“Rabbi Akiva the Anti-Romantic: Some Comments on the Song of Songs,” Young Israel of 

Brookline, MA, April 14, 2012. 
 
“Feminism and Orthodoxy,” Brandeis University, Waltham, MA, December 3, 2011. 
 
“Maccabean History in Rabbinic and Early Christian Literature,” Brandeis University, Waltham, 

MA, September 23, 2011. 
 
“The Theme of Divine Knowledge in the Book of Exodus,” Brandeis Orthodox Organization, 

Waltham, MA, April 7, 2011. 
 
“David and Bathsheba in the Bible and Rabbinic Literature,” BOLLI Lecture at Brandeis 

University, Waltham, MA, October 28, 2010. 
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“The Flood and the First Covenant: A Third Creation Story,” Young Israel of Brookline, 

Brookline, MA, Sept. 2010. 
 
“Who’s on the Page? Medieval Biblical Exegesis,” Two-part lecture at Bnot Torah of Lexington, 

MA, April 18th, 2010, and April 25, 2010. 
 
“The Character of David in Rabbinic Literature,” BOLLI Lecture at Brandeis University, 

Waltham, MA, March 4, 2010. 
 
“The Character of Moses in Second Temple Literature,” Young Israel of Brookline, Brookline, 

MA, January 16th, 2010. 
 
“A Review of Genesis 37: Questions and Review,” Preliminary lecture to Prof. Aviva Zornberg, 

Young Israel of Brookline, MA, May 5th, 2009. 
 
“Mishkan, Mikdash, and the holiday of Sukkot: The relationship between Sacred Structures and 

Sukkot in Tanakh,” Annual Simchat Torah Lecture, Young Israel of Brookline, MA, 
October 22, 2008. 

 
“The Role of Infertility in the Gan Eden story and the Patriarchal Narratives,” Abraham 

Arbesfeld Kollel Yom Rishon Scholar-in-residence, Yeshiva University, New York, New 
York, March 23, 2008. 

 
“The Strange Story of Exodus 24 and its relationship with Exodus 32-34,” Young Israel of 

Brookline, MA, February 2, 2008. 
 
“Structure and Pattern in Bamidbar,” Rosalie Katchen Annual Memorial Lecture, Congregation 

Shaarei Tefillah of Newton, MA, June 2007. 
 
“Names and Naming in Megillat Rut,” Annual Shavuot Lecture, Young Israel of Brookline, MA, 

May 2007. 
 
“Literary Relationships between Gan Eden and the Patriarchal Narratives,” Young Israel of 

Brookline, MA, March 2007. 
 
“Significance of Tisha B’Av in Jewish History and Biblical Literature,” Summer Beit Midrash 

Scholar-in-residence, Congregation Shaarei Tefillah of Newton, August 2006. 
 
“Significance of Tisha B’Av in Jewish History and Biblical Literature,” Chabad of Lexington, 

MA, July 2006. 
 
“Chesed in Megillat Rut,” Young Israel of Brookline, MA, May 2006. 
 
“Thematic Unity in Bamidbar,” Young Israel of Brookline, MA, April 2006. 
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“Keywords and Irony in Megillat Esther, Literary Relationship between Gan Eden and the 
Patriarchal Narratives, The theme of “knowing” and “not knowing” in the Exodus 
story,” Chabad of Lexington, MA, March 2005–February 2006. 

 

 

VII. PANELS 
 
 
MODERATOR 
 
“Contemporary Catholicism, Interfaith Dialogue, and the Consistent Ethic.” Panel at the Life, 

Solidarity, Fraternity: The Consistent Ethic of Life in Light of Fratelli Tutti conference 
with Cardinal Michael Czerny, SJ. The Bernardin Center at Catholic Theological Union, 
featuring Michael Miller, Hector Ramos, and Colman Nwokoro, September 11, 2022. 

“Authenticity and Community: Forging Creative Paths in Orthodox Judaism.” Virtual Panel 
Hosted by Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob and Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies, featuring 
Zahava Berkowicz, Elan Mosbacher, and Adam Gabai, December 14, 2021. 

 
“Creating a Better Future: An Interfaith Conversation." Virtual Panel Hosted by Catholic 

Theological Union’s Catholic-Jewish Studies Program and Lewis University, featuring 
Dr. Mehnaz Afridi, Rabba Rori Picker-Neiss, Rev. Dr. Nicole Martin, and Dr. C. 
Vanessa White, October 14, 2020. 

 
“Towards a Better Future: An Interfaith Conversation,” Virtual Panel Hosted by Catholic 

Theological Union’s Catholic-Jewish Studies Program, featuring Dr. Mehnaz Afridi, 
Rabba Rori Picker-Neiss, Rev. Dr. Nicole Martin, and Dr. C. Vanessa White. July 6, 
2020. 

 
“Antisemitism in America.” Virtual Panel Hosted by Catholic Theological Union’s Catholic-

Jewish Studies Program, featuring Dr. Pamela Nadell, Dr. Miriam Elman, and Fr. John 
Pawlikowski, February 1, 2020. 

 
 
PARTICIPANT 
 
 
 
“Fighting Anti-Judaism and Islamophobia in the Academy,” Benedictine University, with 

Mehnaz Afridi and Rita George-Tvrtkovic. February 15, 2023. 
 
“Nostra Aetate: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow,” Belmont Abbey College, with Matthew 

Tapie and Adrian Bird. September 11, 2022. 
 
“One Nation, Dispersed: Diaspora in the Megillah and in Jewish Thought,” Drisha Institute for 

Jewish Studies, with David Silber and Michah Gottlieb. March 13, 2022.  
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“Cardinal Bernardin’s Legacy of Jewish-Christian Relations: Where Are We Now?” Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin After 25 Years Memorial Event at Catholic Theological Union, with 
Michael O’Loughlin, Gloria Purvis, and Julie Hanlon Rubio. November 14, 2021. 

 
“Gender, Leadership, and Interfaith Dialogue.” Council of Centers on Jewish Christian 

Relations Annual Meeting, with Bonnie Shafrin and Elena Procario-Foley. October 31, 
2021. 

 
“Dabru Emet, Twenty Years Later.” Institute for Islamic, Christian, and Jewish Studies, with 

Mary Boys, Laura S. Levitt, Halla Attalah, Susanna Heschel, and Heather Miller Rubins. 
June 16, 2021. 

 
“Antisemitism and Interfaith Relations.”  Ida Crown Jewish Academy, with Deborah Lipstadt.  

June 2, 2021. 
 
“(Re)Imagining Faith & Worship during and after the Pandemic.” In Good Faith, Hosted by 

Catholic Theological Union’s Bernardin Center, with Steed Davidson and Syed Rizwan. 
March 16, 2021. 

 
“Is Intersectionality Possible in 2021?” JOFA Virtual International Conference: Building a 

Vibrant and Equitable Orthodox Community, with Miryam Kabakov and Ginna Green, 
March 7, 2021. 

 
"The Jewish Reception of the Abraham Stories," Jewish Publication Society Authors' Webinar, 

with Elliot Rabin and Michael Carasik, October 26, 2020. 
 
“Interfaith Conversation on the Future of America,” Jordan Ministries of Tucson, Arizona, with 

Mehnaz Afridi and Julie Hare. Virtual Lecture, November 19, 2020. 
 

 

VIII. SCHOLARS IN RESIDENCE  
 
 
“‘But That’s Just a Midrash!’ Finding Rhyme and Reason in Rabbinic Stories,” “The Meaning of 

Mitzvot: Rational Reason of Obligation?” “The Aseret haDibrot and the Shema: Two 
Mission Statements of the Jewish People?” “Was There a Doctrine of Zionism in the 
Ancient World?” Congregation Shaarei Shomayim of Toronto, May 26–27, 2023.  

 
“Between the Ritual and the Rational: Logic in the Laws of Vayiqra,” “The Origins of Oral 

Torah,” “Catholic-Jewish Dialogue Today,” Congregation Rinat Yisrael, April 21–22, 
2023.  

 
“The Origins of Oral Torah,” “How Did Judean Jews Convince Diasporan Jews to Observe 

Chanukah?” “Jewish-Christian Dialogue: Some Personal Reflections,” “The Earliest 
Sources About the Holiday of Chanukah.”  Kingsway Jewish Center of Brooklyn, NY, 
December 16–17, 2022. 
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“Jews, Christians, and the Myth of Common Scriptures,” “What Does Chanukah 
Commemorate?” “Tales of the Diaspora: A Drasha on Yosef and Yehuda Maccabi.” 
Congregation Beth Israel of Berkeley, CA, December 9–10, 2022. 

 
“The Meaning of Amalek,” “Was There a Doctrine of Zionism in the Hellenistic Period,” 

“Esther in Hebrew and Greek Tradition,” Mount Sinai Congregation of Washington 
Heights, March 11–12, 2022. 

 
 “Novels and Jewish Identity During the Second Temple Period,” “Holy Space and the Making 

of Diaspora Jewish Identity,” “Jews, Christians, and the Myth of Common Scriptures,” 
Kemp Mill Synagogue of Silver Spring, MD, February 11–12, 2022. 

 
“Between Chanukah and Purim: The Major Significance of Minor Holidays,” “Yosef and Moshe 

in the Court of Pharaoh,” “"Orthodox Jewish Leadership and the Jewish-Christian 
Encounter,” Congregation Darchei Noam of Fair Lawn, NJ, December 17–18, 2021. 

 
“Reclaiming Our Narrative: Fighting for Our Version of the Chanuka Story, Then and Now,” 

“Letters from Chanuka’s Past: Revisiting the Establishment of Chanuka and the Goal of 
its Celebration,” “Jewish Christian Dialogue: Historical and Personal Perspectives,” 
Riverdale Jewish Community Center, December 3–4, 2021. 

 
“The Abrahamic Narratives and Their Connection with the Garden of Eden Story,” “What 

Were Jews Writing About After the Babylonian Exile?” “Women in Second Temple 
Jewish Literature,” Cornell University Hillel, November 8–9, 2019. 

 
“Jewish-Christian Dialogue after the Holocaust,” “Women Leaders in Early Judaism,” “How We 

Keep Getting the Story of Chanukah Wrong, and Why it Matters,” Limmud Southeast 
Annual Retreat,  August 30–September 2, 2019. 

 
“The Revolution of the Haggadah,” “Apocalypticism and Messianism in Early Judaism,” 

Congregation Ezras Israel, Chicago, April 13, 2019. 
 
“The Emerging Interest of Orthodox Leadership in Jewish-Christian Dialogue,” “Messianism 

and the Apocalypse: What Did Jews Write About After the Babylonian Exile?” 
“Sectarian Judaism and Common Judaism: What Made You a Jew in Second Temple 
Times?” Congregation Netivot Shalom, Teaneck, NJ, March 16, 2019. 

 
“Jewish Queens and the Flawed Men Who Love Them: Female Rulers in Early Judaism,” 
“The Controversy of Biblical Translation in Early Judaism,” “Jacob’s Love for Joseph: A Story 

of Obsession,” Congregation Kesher Israel of Washington, D.C., December 15, 2018. 
 
“The Chanukah Story, For Grown-Ups,” “Tales of Diaspora: Yosef son of Jacob, and Judah son 

of Mattathias,” “Jewish Women’s Leadership in Modern Times: A Conversation,” Sixth 
Street Synagogue, New York, NY, December 1, 2018. 

 
“Scientist, Warrior, Philosopher: How Moshe was Viewed in Early Judaism,” “Was There a 

Doctrine of Zionism in Early Judaism?” Young Israel of Sharon, Sharon, MA, 
November 15, 2018. 



  

                                      

Malka Z. Simkovich | Curriculum Vitae 

 
25 

 
“Scientist, Warrior, Philosopher: How Moshe was Viewed in Early Judaism,” “Jewish Rebellions 

from the Great War to the Bar Kokhba Revolt, “Jewish Queens and the Flawed Men 
who Loved Them,” Congregation Young Israel of Oak Part, Detroit, November 1, 2018. 

  
“Universalism in Early Judaism,” “Jewish Life in the First Century,” “Was There a Doctrine of 

Zionism in Early Judaism?” “What are the Dead Sea Scrolls and Why Do They Matter?” 
Congregation Ohr Chadash of Seattle, February 3, 2018. 

 
“The Daughters of Tzelophehad and the Appointment of Joshua,” “Jewish Queens and the 

Flawed Men Who Love Them,” Participant on Panel Regarding Orthodox Jews and 
Interreligious Dialogue, Anshe Sholom Bnai Israel of Lakeview, July 14–15, 2017. 

 
“Personal Isolation and Communal Redemption: How the Book of Ruth Brings the Passover 

Story to a Close,” “Was There a Doctrine of Zionism in Early Judaism?” “Scientist, 
Warrior, Philosopher: How Moses Was Viewed by Early Jews and Why it Matters,” 
Scholar in Residence at Kohelet High School of Greater Philadelphia, April 29–April 30, 
2017. 

 
“Ruth in Rabbinic Literature,” “Novellas in Early Judaism,” “Messianism and the Apocalypse: 

What did Jews Wrote About After the Babylonian Exile?” Scholar in Residence at 
Darchei Noam of Minneapolis, May 26–27, 2017. 

 
“The Changing Figure of Moses in Early Judaism,” “Was There a Doctrine of Zionism in Early 

Judaism?” Scholar in Residence at Stern College of Yeshiva University, February 16–17, 
2017. 

 
“The Sabbath in Early Judaism,” “Temples and Synagogues in the Post-Biblical Period,” 

“Pilgrimages and Holidays in the First Temple Period,” Scholar in Residence at Young 
Israel of Brookline, May 20–21, 2016. 

 
“Was There a Doctrine of Zionism in Early Judaism,” “Perfect Philosopher or Fallible Servant 

of God: The Portrayal of Moses in Second Temple Literature and Early Rabbinic 
Literature,” “Solomon Schechter and the Discovery of the Cairo Genizah,” “Passover in 
the Second Temple Period,” Scholar in Residence at Torah-in-Motion of Toronto, 
March 2016. 

 
 

IX. ACADEMIC CONSULTING 
 
Eric A. Kimmel and Dov Smiley, Shield of the Maccabees. Milburn, NJ: Apples and Honey 

Press, 2021. 
Carol Bakhos, ed. Anthology of Jewish Civilization. Posen Library of Jewish Culture and 

Civilization; New Haven: Yale University Press, 2020. 
Dianne Ashton, Hanukkah in America: A History. New York: NYU Press, 2013. 
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X. UNIVERSITY COURSES PREPARED TO TEACH  
 
Catholic-Jewish Relations After Nostra-Aetate 
Early Rabbinic Literature 
Interfaith Dialogue in the Twenty-First Century 
Introduction to Judaism 
Introduction to the Hebrew Bible 
Introduction to the Hebrew Bible Apocrypha 
Jewish Life in the Hellenistic Diaspora 
Jews and Christians Through the Ages 
Methodologies of Medieval Biblical Exegesis 
The Book of Psalms 
The Early Christian Period and its literature 
The Jewish Context of Early Christianity 
The Second Temple Period and its Literature  
Women in the Biblical World 
 
 

XI. PRIZES, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND GRANTS 
 
Recipient of the Associated Church Press 2023 Honorable Mention Award in the Category 

of Long-Form Biblical Interpretation Article for “Who is the Mother of Israel,” The 
Christian Century. July 20, 2022. 

Recipient of 2022 Catholic Biblical Association Sabbatical Grant for Book Project, Homeland 
and Diaspora in Jewish Antiquity. 

Recipient of 2022 Catholic Theological Union’s Sullivan Faculty Research Grant for Book 
Project, ‘To Our Brothers the Jews:’ Letter Writing and the Creation of Jewish Diaspora. 

Recipient of 2021 Catholic Biblical Association Research Grant for Book Project, Homeland 
and Diaspora in Jewish Antiquity. 

Recipient of Association of Jewish Libraries’ Honor Award for Best Reference Book of 
2018, for Discovering Second Temple Literature: The Scriptures and Stories That Shaped Early 
Judaism. 

Recipient of Knapp Family Travel Grant for Untenured Faculty and Independent Scholars 
for the AJS 2016 conference, provided by the Association of Jewish Studies. 

Recipient of Rosalie Katchen Travel Award for the AJS 2015 conference, provided by the 
Hadassah-Brandeis Institute. 

Recipient of Max Kade Travel Grant, provided by the Max Kade Foundation of New York 
Passed comprehensive exams in Greek, Second Temple Judaism, and Early Christianity with 

Distinction. 
Hadassah-Brandeis Institute Award for Outstanding Research Paper on Jews and Gender, 

2011. 
Morris Lipton Memorial Award for Excellence in Music, Yeshiva University, 2004. 
Chaim Levine Memorial Award for Excellence in Jewish Studies, Yeshiva University, 2004. 
Dean David Mirsky Award for Excellence in Writing, Yeshiva University, 2004. 
Dean’s List, Yeshiva University, 2001–2004. 
Yeshiva University Belkin Scholar, 2000–2004. 
Yeshiva University Honors Program, 2000–2004. 
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XII. RESEARCH INTERESTS  
 
Contemporary Interfaith Relations 
Diasporan Identities in the Greco-Roman World 
Exegetical intersections between Early Christian and Rabbinic scriptural interpretation 
Gender and the Practice of Traditional Faith 
History of Jewish Interpretation of the Hebrew Bible 
Identity and Gender in Second Temple and Early Rabbinic Literature 
Israel-Diaspora Relations in Contemporary Times 
Land Theology and the Land of Israel 
The Hasmonean Period and its Literature 
Universalism and Particularism in Early Judaism 
 

XII. LANGUAGES  
 
Classical Greek: reading fluency 
Hebrew: Biblical reading fluency, Modern reading and speaking fluency 
Syriac: reading fluency 
Aramaic: Talmudic Aramaic reading fluency 
French: reading fluency 
German: reading fluency 

 
 

XIII. ACADEMIC SERVICE  
 
Member of Catholic Biblical Association Committee for Emerging Scholars, November 

2022–Present   
Assistant Editor, Catholic Biblical Quarterly Monograph Series, July 2022–Present 
Director of Catholic-Jewish Studies Program at Catholic Theological Union, 2017–Present 
Member of Programs and Curriculum Development Committee at Catholic Theological 

Union, 2017–Present 
Student Advisor at Catholic Theological Union for Students Concentrating in Bible, 2015–

Present 
Member of Masters in Interreligious Dialogue Committee at Catholic Theological Union, 

2014–2017 
Member of the Catholic Biblical Association, 2018–Present 
 Member of the Catholic Biblical Association Task Force “Addressing 

Representations of Jews and Judaism in Catholic Exegesis, Homiletics, and 
Catechesis” 

Member of the Council of Centers on Jewish-Christian Dialogue, 2015–Present 
Member of the Society of Biblical Literature, 2009–Present 
 Editor for SBL’s www.BibleOdyssey.org, 2021–2022 
Member of the Association of Jewish Studies, 2009–Present 
 
 



  

                                      

Malka Z. Simkovich | Curriculum Vitae 

 
28 

XIV. BOARD MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Council of Centers on Jewish-Christian Relations, expected June 2023 
Center for Holocaust Studies and Human Rights at Gratz College Advisory Board, 2021–

Present 
Walder Institute Advisory Board, 2021–Present  
Greenberg Center of Jewish Studies at University of Chicago, 2018–Present 

 
XV. FELLOWSHIPS AND DIALOGUE COHORTS  
 
Visiting Fellow at the Yeshiva University Center for Israel Studies, 2021–Present 
Kogod Fellow at Shalom Hartman Institute of North America, 2021–Present 
Member of Chicago Scholars’ Circle at Shalom Hartman Institute of North America, 2019–

2021 
Sefaria Institute Writers’ Circle  Fellow, 2021–Present 
Pardes Institute of Jewish Education Educators’ Fellow, 2021–2022 
Jewish-Christian Women’s Dialogue Group of Chicago, 2020–Present 
Modern Orthodox-Catholic Bishops Dialogue Circle, 2020–Present 
Drisha Institute for Jewish Education, Core Faculty Member, 2018–2019 
Catholic-Jewish Scholars Dialogue of Chicago, 2014–Present 
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